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HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
 

Review of the Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance (Cap. 1126) 
 

Consultation paper 
 

I. Introduction 
 

Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU), one of the eight University Grants 
Committee (UGC)-funded universities, was incorporated under the Hong Kong 
Baptist University Ordinance (Cap.1126) (HKBU Ordinance)1.  
 
2. The HKBU Ordinance came into being in 1994 when the Hong Kong        
Baptist College Ordinance, which was first enacted in 1983, was amended to         
grant university status to Hong Kong Baptist College.  It provides for the          
statutory status of HKBU and sets out, inter alia, the University’s objects, 
governance structure and powers. 

 
3. Considering that the HKBU Ordinance has already been in force for             
three decades, the Council of HKBU set up the Task Force on Review of the          
Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance (Task Force) to review the                      
HKBU Ordinance to ensure that it is up to date and fit for purpose, and                        
make recommendations to the Council as necessary.  The terms of reference and 
membership composition of the Task Force can be found in Annex 1. 

 
4. The Task Force, having completed a benchmarking study and held      
meetings to deliberate on possible areas for improvement and revisions to the   
HKBU Ordinance, made recommendations to the Council, to which the Council 
gave its approval.  
 
5. This paper presents the proposals recommended by the Task Force for 
revising the HKBU Ordinance and inviting views from the University community 
on the proposed revisions. 
 
II. Proposed revisions to the HKBU Ordinance 
 
A. Council membership  
 
6. Section 14 of the HKBU Ordinance stipulates that the Council shall be the 
executive body of HKBU and may exercise all the powers conferred and shall 
perform all the duties imposed on the University by the Ordinance.  The membership 

 
1 Access to the HKBU Ordinance: https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap1126!en?INDEX_CS=N 

----- 
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of the Council, set out in section 15(1), has been holistically reviewed.                        
The Task Force identified the following areas that warrant revision: 
 
 (i) Student representation: 
  Most of the local universities include up to two student representatives 

as council members.  While HKBU has one student member in its 
current Council membership composition, viz. the President for the 
time being of the Students’ Union (SU) ex officio, students would be 
better represented on the Council if there was one elected 
representative each from the undergraduate and postgraduate student 
categories; 

 
 (ii) Alumni representation: 
  Alumni are another group of stakeholders who are commonly involved 

in the councils of other UGC-funded universities.  HKBU could 
consider adding this membership category to enhance the alumni 
representation on its Council; and 

 
 (iii) Proportion of lay members: 
  To promote good governance, the HKBU Council should comprise a 

majority of external members who are independent of HKBU.  
Currently, the percentage of lay members in the HKBU Council is 50%, 
which is the lowest among the UGC-funded universities.  While it is 
not advisable to enlarge the overall size of the Council, other ways 
should be considered to increase the proportion of lay members. 

 
7. Taking into account the above, the proposed revisions in relation to the 
membership of the Council are as follows: 
 

(i) Amend section 15(1)(i) to replace the ex officio SU President with a 
member elected by and from the full-time undergraduate students and 
appointed by the Council; 
 

(ii) Add a member elected by and from the full-time postgraduate students 
and appointed by the Council; 

 
(iii) Add an alumni representative, a lay member to be nominated by the 

Hong Kong Baptist University Alumni Association and appointed by 
the Chief Executive; 

 
(iv) Amend section 15(1)(d) to reduce the number of staff-elected members 

from two to one and broaden the pool of staff eligible to vote or run for 
the position of staff-elected member – it is intended that all full-time 
staff, excluding any visiting and temporary staff, be made eligible; 
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(v) Amend section 15(1)(e) to reduce the number of Senate-nominated 
members from two to one; 
 

(vi) Amend section 15(1)(g) to restrict the number of Vice-Presidents2, who 
are ex officio Council members, to “up to four”, to be nominated by the 
University and appointed by the Council; and 

 
(vii) Remove section 15(1)(h) and reclassify the Faculty/School Deans as 

officers-in-attendance at Council meetings instead of Council members. 
 
8. A table comparing the current and proposed Council membership is attached 
in Annex 2 for reference. 

 
B. Meetings and procedure of the Council 
 
9. Two subsections under section 16 of the HKBU Ordinance relating to the 
Council’s meetings and procedure, have been identified to require updating. 
 
10. In light of the increasingly common practice of conducting meetings through     
a combination of online and face-to-face formats, the Task Force recommended that 
section 16(1) be revised to allow for Council meetings to be conducted online or      
in mixed mode in addition to attendance in person.  The proposed revision would 
also allow members, upon permission by the Chairman, to attend a meeting using 
technology that enables them to listen, speak and vote. 
 
11. Section 16(7) stipulates that the President of the SU is not entitled to 
participate in considering the appointment, promotion or personal affairs of 
individual officers, teachers and other staff members or the admission or academic 
assessment of individual students.  Upon examining the other universities’ 
ordinances, codes of practice and/or guidelines, it was found that several of the 
UGC-funded universities have provisions to exclude the student representative 
members from the whole or part of a Council meeting when it was deemed necessary 
by the Chairman or the Council.  The Task Force considered that there could be other 
matters of a similar nature or sensitive issues, like disciplinary matters, which would 
not be appropriate for student representatives to consider and discuss. 
 
12. It is therefore proposed that section 16(7) be revised to cover matters relating 
to disciplinary action against individual students or any other business of the Council 
as determined by the Council Chairman.  This arrangement is similar to that of the 
HKBU Senate in handling reserved areas of business.  The revised section 16(7) 
would be applicable to the student member(s) of the Council.  

 
2 It is proposed that section 2 of the HKBU Ordinance be revised to add the definition of        

“Vice-Presidents” and expressly include the Provost.   

----- 
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C. Others 
 
13. The following amendments are proposed in the HKBU Ordinance to clarify 
ambiguities and better reflect the actual practice: 

 
(i) Revise section 7(b) to make it clear that, besides entering into any 

contract, the University has the power to enter into “a partnership or 
other form of joint venture with any person”; 

 
(ii) Revise section 7(e) to make it clear that, besides engaging persons on 

a part-time basis, the University has the power to engage persons on a 
“full-time basis”; and  

 
(iii) Revise sections 18(4)(a) and 21(2)(a) to clarify that the Council shall 

not delegate the power to approve “the policy governing” the terms and 
conditions of service of persons in the employment of the University, 
i.e. the University Administration has the authority to approve terms 
and conditions of individual staff, while the Council reserves the power 
to approve the governing policy. 

 
14. Section 29 relates to the unauthorised use of the title of the University.          
Upon benchmarking and with a view to providing a stronger deterrent against the 
offence, it is suggested that the level of fine stipulated under section 29(2) be raised 
to level 6 (currently amounting to HK$100,000) – the highest level of fine as set out 
in the Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap. 221). 
 
15. Other updates and textual improvements are also proposed: 

 
(i) Revise section 3(2) to keep the objects of the University relevant and 

up to date; 
 

(ii) Revise sections 18(4)(b) and 21(2)(b) to update the wording of 
“programme and estimates required to be submitted under section 24”, 
as section 24 was repealed; 

 
(iii) Revise sections 18(4), 23(1)(b), 23(1)(d) and 25(2) to enhance 

readability and accuracy; 
 

(iv) Clean up all references to repealed sections, idle content and any 
portions that are no longer valid as a result of the revisions proposed; 

 
(v) Make consequential changes arising from the proposed revisions; and 

 
(vi) Adopt UK spelling throughout the HKBU Ordinance. 
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D. Overview 
 
16. Summing up the above, the proposed amendments to the HKBU Ordinance 
are set out in Annex 3 for reference.  Please note that all details (including the 
wording and numbering of the sections) may be subject to further revision during 
the subsequent legislative process. 
 
III. Invitation of views 
 
A. Written comments 
 
17. The University community, namely Council and Court members, students, 
staff, alumni, as well as the Hong Kong Baptist University Foundation’s members 
and major donors, are invited to provide views on the proposed revisions to the 
HKBU Ordinance as summarised above on or before 7 January 2024 via an     
online feedback form through the link provided to you by email. 
 
B. Face-to-face sessions 
 
18. The University also plans to conduct face-to-face sessions on campus and 
separate email invitations will be sent out in due course. 
 
19. HKBU expresses its appreciation in advance for your valued opinions and 
participation in this important consultative process. 
 
 
 
 
16 December 2023 

----- 



 

Task Force on Review of the Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance 
 

Terms of Reference 
 

 
1. To gauge the views of the University community on whether the Hong Kong 

Baptist University Ordinance is fit for purpose and, if not, whether any revisions 
are required; 

 
2. To identify the specific provisions of the Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance 

to be revised, if the University community considers necessary; and  
 

3. To make recommendations to the Council on whether the Hong Kong     
Baptist University Ordinance should be revised and, if so, the revisions, and the 
way forward. 

 
  

Annex 1 



 

Task Force on Review of the Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance 
 

Membership Composition 
(as at 16 December 2023) 

 
 

 Chairman A Council member appointed by the 
Council 

Ms. Rosanna Y.T. Choi 

   
 Members President and Vice-Chancellor, 

ex officio 
Prof. Alexander Wai 

   
 Provost, ex officio Prof. Martin D.F. Wong 

   
 Vice-President (Administration) and 

Secretary, ex officio 
Ms. Christine O.W. Chow 

   
 President of HKBU Alumni Association, 

ex officio  
Dr. Jacinto M.L. Tong 

   
 President of HKBU Century Club, 

ex officio 
Dr. Marianna W.C. Tsang 

   
President of HKBU Postgraduate 
Association, ex officio 

Mr. Min Rui 

  
President of HKBU Students’ Union, 
ex officio 

Ms. Chau Ka-yi (Acting) 

  
Two Council and/or Court members 
appointed by the Chairman of the  
Task Force 

Mr. Chui Wing-on 

Dr. the Hon. Johnny K.C. Ng 

   
A staff-elected Council or Court 
member appointed by the Chairman of 
the Task Force 

Prof. Patrick W.C. Lau 

  
A Dean appointed by the Chairman of 
the Task Force 

Prof. Daniel W.L. Lai 

   
A Head of an administrative office 
appointed by the Chairman of the  
Task Force 

Mr. Adam H.L. Lau  

  
 Secretary Director of General Administration Ms. Susan P.K. Ang 

   
Officers-in- 
attendance 

Director of Communication and Public 
Relations 

Ms. Sharon S.Y. Ng  

 
Head of Legal Mr. Daniel T.Y. Yan 

 



Comparison of current and proposed Council membership 
 

 Current 

membership 

Proposed 

membership 

Lay members   

Members nominated by The Baptist 
Convention of Hong Kong and appointed 
by the Chief Executive (CE) 

3 3 

Members appointed by the CE 8 8 

Members appointed by the CE of whom 
not less than four shall have experience in 
commerce and industry in Hong Kong 

7 7 

Alumni representative 0 1i 

(a)     Sub-total of lay members 18 19 

Internal members   

Staff-elected members 2 1 

Senate-nominated members 2 1 

President and Vice-Chancellor 1* 1* 

Vice-Presidents 4* 4ii 

Deans 8* 0 

Undergraduate student 1iii* 1iv 

Postgraduate student 0 1v 

(b) Sub-total of internal members 18 9 

(c)         Total number of members 
= (a) + (b) 

36 28 

Percentage of lay members 
= (a) / (c) 

50% 68% 

* Ex officio members 

 
i To be nominated by the Hong Kong Baptist University Alumni Association and appointed by the CE. 
ii Up to four Vice-Presidents (including the Provost), to be nominated by the University and appointed by 

the Council. 
iii President of the Students’ Union. 
iv To be elected by and from the full-time undergraduate students of the University and appointed by the 

Council. 
v  To be elected by and from the full-time postgraduate students of the University and appointed by the 

Council. 

Annex 2 
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Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance (Cap./Instrument No.: 1126) (Version date: 31.3.2022) 

To repeal the Hong Kong Baptist College Board of Governors Incorporation Ordinance and to provide for 
the incorporation of the Hong Kong Baptist University and for matters connected therewith. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 2) 
  
  

[1 January 1984] L.N. 421 of 1983 

(Format changes—E.R. 1 of 2022) 

Preamble 

WHEREAS— 

 (a) The Hong Kong Baptist College was established by the Hong Kong Baptist Convention and 
registered as a school under the Education Ordinance (Cap. 279) in 1956; 

 (b) By the Hong Kong Baptist College Board of Governors Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1126, 
1969 Ed.) the Board of Governors of the Hong Kong Baptist College was established as a 
body corporate and in 1970 the College was registered under the Post Secondary Colleges 
Ordinance (Cap. 320); 

 (c) By the said Hong Kong Baptist College Board of Governors Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 
1126, 1969 Ed.) one of the objects of the College was stated to be— 

“to maintain an environment and atmosphere that is thoroughly Christian in which moral 
and spiritual teaching and training is provided, which will give students an understanding 
of the Christian philosophy of life”; 

 (d) It is considered desirable that the Hong Kong Baptist College should continue to provide 
education in Hong Kong in accordance with those principles but that the College should be 
incorporated under a new Ordinance and the assets and liabilities formerly standing in the 
name of the Board of Governors should be vested in the Hong Kong Baptist College; 

 (e) It is considered desirable to retitle the Hong Kong Baptist College as the Hong Kong Baptist 
University. (Added 93 of 1994 s. 3) 

Part I 

Preliminary 

1. Short title 

This Ordinance may be cited as the Hong Kong Baptist University Ordinance. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 4) 

2. Interpretation 

In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires— 

academic year (教學年度) means the academic year determined by the Council; 

Chancellor (監督) means the Chancellor of the University established by section 4 and includes a 
person acting as the Chancellor; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 5) 

Convention (聯會) means the Baptist Convention of Hong Kong; 

Council (校董會) means the Council of the University established by section 14; (Amended 93 of 
1994 s. 5) 

Court (諮議會) means the Court of the University established by section 9; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 5) 

Annex 3 
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eligible staff (有資格的教職員 ) means the full-time teaching and instructional staff of the 
University, and includes members of the administrative staff of the University of equivalent 
rank or grade; (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 5) 

financial year (財政年度) means the period fixed by the University under section 25(3); (Amended 
93 of 1994 s. 5) 

President and Vice-Chancellor (校長) means the President and Vice-Chancellor appointed under 
section 20 and any person for the time being acting in that capacity; (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 
5) 

Senate (教務議會) means the Senate of the University established by section 23; (Added 93 of 1994 
s. 5) 

statutes (規程) means the statutes of the University made by the Council under section 30; (Added 
93 of 1994 s. 5) 

University (大學) means the Hong Kong Baptist University established by section 3.; (Added 93 of 
1994 s. 5) 

Vice-Presidents (副校長) means the Provost and Vice-Presidents of the University. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 5) 

___________ 
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Part II 

The University 
(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 6 ) 

3. Incorporation and objects of the University 

 (1) The Hong Kong Baptist University (香港浸會大學) shall in that name be a body corporate 
with perpetual succession and be capable of suing and being sued. 

 (2) The objects of the University shall, subject to this Ordinance, be to provide for studies, 
education, training and research and development in science and technology, commerce, 
social sciences, arts and other subjects of learning as well as knowledge transfer and services 
to the community. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 7) 

4. Chancellor 

 (1) There is a Chancellor of the University who is the Chief Executive. (Amended 53 of 2000 s. 
3) 

 (2) The Chancellor may confer degrees and other academic awards in the name of the University. 

(Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 8) 

5. Seal of the University 

The University shall have a common seal, and the affixing of the seal shall— 

 (a) be authorized authorised or ratified by resolution of the Council; and 

 (b) be authenticated— 

 (i) by the signature of the President and Vice-Chancellor or of any Vice-President; 
and 

 (ii) by the signature of 1 member of the Council, authorized authorised by the Council 
either generally or specially to act for that purpose. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 9) 

6. Documents of the University 

 (1) The University may make and execute any document in the performance or exercise of its 
functions or powers or in connexion with any matter reasonably incidental to or consequential 
upon the performance or exercise of its functions or powers. 

 (2) Any document purporting to be duly executed under the seal of the University shall be 
admitted in evidence and shall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed to have been duly 
executed. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 10) 

7. The powers of the University 

Subject to section 8, the The University shall have power to do all such things as are necessary for, 
or incidental or conducive to, or connected with, the furtherance of its functions and may in 
particular, but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing—  (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 11) 

 (a) acquire, take on lease, purchase, hold and enjoy property of any description and sell, let 
or otherwise dispose of or deal with the same in such manner and to such extent as the 
law would allow if the property were held by a natural person in the same interest; 

 (b) enter into any contract, partnership or other form of joint venture with any person; 
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 (c) erect, provide, equip, maintain, alter, remove, demolish, replace, enlarge, improve, keep 
in repair and regulate its buildings, premises, furniture and equipment and other property; 

 (d) set terms of remuneration and conditions of service for staff; 

 (e) engage persons on a full-time or part-time basis; 

 (f) provide appropriate amenities (including residential accommodation, facilities for social 
activities and physical recreation) for its students and persons in its employment; 

 (g) receive and expend funds; 

 (h) invest its funds in such manner and to such extent as it thinks necessary or expedient; 

 (i) borrow money in such manner and on such securities or terms as it thinks expedient; 

 (j) apply for and receive any grant in aid for its functions on such conditions as it thinks fit; 

 (k) engage any professional or expert person to advise it on any matter; 

 (l) fix and collect fees and charges for courses of study, facilities and other services 
provided by it and specify conditions for the use of such facilities and services; 

 (m) reduce, waive or refund fees and charges so fixed generally or in any particular case or 
class of case; 

 (n) receive and solicit gifts, whether on trust or otherwise, on its behalf and act as trustee of 
moneys or other property vested in it on trust; 

 (o) confer degrees and academic awards including honorary degrees and honorary awards; 
(Replaced 40 of 1988 s. 2) 

 (p) acquire, hold and dispose of interests in other corporate bodies and form or take part in 
forming corporate bodies; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 11) 

 (q) provide for profit or otherwise advisory, consultancy, research and other related services; 
(Added 93 of 1994 s. 11) 

 (r) print, produce or publish any manuscript, book, play, music, script, programme or other 
materials, including video and audio material and computer software as the University 
thinks appropriate or expedient. (Added 93 of 1994 s. 11) 

8. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 12) 

___________ 
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Part III 

The Court 
(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 13) 

9. Establishment of the Court 

 (1) There is hereby established a Court to be known as the Court of the Hong Kong Baptist 
University. 

 (2) The Court shall be the supreme advisory body of the University. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 14) 

10. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 15) 

11. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 15) 

12. Functions of the Court 

The Court has the following functions— 

 (a) to receive an annual report from the President and Vice-Chancellor; 

 (b) to consider reports made to it by the Council; 

 (c) to discuss any motion on general University policy; 

 (d) to raise funds at the request of the University to further the University’s objects; and 

 (e) to promote the interests of the University in Hong Kong and elsewhere. 

(Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 16) 

13. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 17) 

___________ 
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Part IV 

The Council 

14. Establishment of the Council 

 (1) There is hereby established a Council, to be known as the Council of the Hong Kong Baptist 
University. 

 (2) The Council shall be the executive body of the University and, as such, may exercise all the 
powers conferred and shall perform all the duties imposed on the University by this Ordinance. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 18) 

15. Membership of the Council 

 (1) The Council shall consist of the following members— 

 (a) 3 members nominated by the Convention and appointed by the Chief Executive; 
(Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (b) 8 members appointed by the Chief Executive; (Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (c) 7 members, of whom not less than 4 shall have experience in commerce and industry in 
Hong Kong, appointed by the Chief Executive; 

 (d) 2 members 1 full-time staff member elected by the eligible staff from among their 
number in accordance with statutes made under section 30 regulations and appointed by 
the Council; (Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 19. Amended 23 of 2002 s. 66) 

 (e) 2 members 1 member nominated by the Senate from among its number and appointed 
by the Council; (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 19; 23 of 2002 s. 66) 

 (f) the President and Vice-Chancellor ex officio; (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (g) up to 4 the Vice-Presidents ex officio nominated by the University and appointed by the 
Council; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (h) the holder of the office of Dean of each of the faculties, schools and equivalent bodies 
of the University ex officio; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (i) the President for the time being of the University’s Student Union ex officio.                          
1 member elected by and from the full-time undergraduate students of the University 
and appointed by the Council; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (j) 1 member elected by and from the full-time postgraduate students of the University and 
appointed by the Council; 

 (k) 1 member from the alumni nominated by the Hong Kong Baptist University             
Alumni Association and appointed by the Chief Executive. 

 

 (2) (a) The Chief Executive shall appoint from the members appointed under subsection 
(1)(b)— 

 (i) 1 member as Chairman; 

 (ii) 1 member as Deputy Chairman; and 

 (iii) 1 member as Treasurer. (Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (b)-(c) (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 19) 

 (d) The Deputy Chairman shall act as Chairman if the Chairman is absent from Hong Kong 
or is, for any other reason, unable to act as Chairman. 

 (e) If for any period both the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman are unable by reason of 
absence from Hong Kong or incapacity to perform the functions of their respective 
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offices, or if for any period both of those offices are vacant, the members may appoint 
one of the members appointed under subsection (1)(b) to act as Chairman during that 
period. 

 (3) (a) Without prejudice to section 42 of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 
(Cap. 1), a member appointed by the Chief Executive shall be appointed for a period of 
3 years or such lesser period as the Chief Executive may in any particular case appoint, 
but may from time to time be reappointed. 

 (b) A member appointed by the Chief Executive may at any time, by notice in writing to the 
Chief Executive, resign from the Council. (Amended 23 of 2002 s. 66) 

 (3A) (a) Without prejudice to section 42 of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 
(Cap. 1), a member appointed by the Council shall be appointed for a period of 3 years 
or such lesser period as the Council may in any particular case appoint, but may from 
time to time be reappointed. 

 (b) A member appointed by the Council may at any time, by notice in writing to the Council, 
resign from the Council. (Added 23 of 2002 s. 66) 

 (3B) A member who became a member of the Council under subsection (1)(d), or (e), (i), (j) or (k) 
shall cease to be a member of the Council when he ceases to be a member of the body that 
elected or nominated him. (Added 23 of 2002 s. 66) 

 (4) Upon the expiry of the appointment of any member, other than an ex officio member, whether 
by effluxion of time or as a result of resignation or otherwise, the procedure for a new 
appointment, or reappointment, as the case may be, shall be as if the position thus vacated 
were being filled for the first time. 

(Amended 53 of 2000 s. 3) 

16. Meetings and procedure of the Council 

 (1) Meetings of the Council shall be held at such times and places as the Chairman may appoint. 
If the Chairman allows, one or more members may attend a meeting of the Council using 
technology that enables them to listen, speak and vote at the meeting. (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 20) 

 (2) (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 20) 

 (3) One half of the members for the time being holding office shall form a quorum at a meeting 
of the Council. (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 20) 

 (4) (a) If a member has an interest in any matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council 
and is present at such meeting, he shall as soon as possible after the commencement of 
the meeting state the fact and the nature of the interest and shall, if required by the 
Council, withdraw while the matter is considered and in any case shall not vote thereon. 

 (b) In this subsection interest (利害關係) includes a pecuniary interest. 

 (5) A meeting of the Council may be adjourned by the Chairman or person presiding, or, where 
the Council so resolves, by the Council. 

 (6) Subject to this Ordinance, the The Council may determine its own procedure. (Amended 93 of 
1994 s. 20) 
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(7) The members referred to in section 15(1)(i) and (j) are The President for the time being of the 
University’s Student Union is not entitled to participate in considering the appointment, 
promotion or personal affairs of individual officers, teachers and other staff members or the 
admission or academic assessment of, or disciplinary action against, individual students or 
any other business of the Council as the Chairman may, in his absolute discretion, decide to 
exclude such members from such business prior to or during the meeting of the Council. 
(Added 93 of 1994 s. 20) 

17. Transaction of business by circulation of papers 

The Council may transact any of its business by circulation of papers, and unless 5 members in 
writing request the Chairman to refer any particular item of the business being transacted to the 
next meeting of the Council a resolution in writing which is approved in writing by a majority of 
the members shall be as valid and effectual as if it had been passed at a meeting of the Council. 

18. Committees generally 

 (1) The Council may create and appoint such committees for any general or special purposes as 
it thinks fit and any such committee may consist partly of persons who are not members of 
the Council. 

 (2) The Chairman of any committee appointed under subsection (1) shall be appointed by the 
Council from among the members of the Council. 

 (3) Subject to subsection (4), the Council may in writing, with or without restrictions or conditions 
as it thinks fit, delegate any of its powers and duties to any committee appointed under 
subsection (1). 

 (4) The Council shall not delegate to any committee appointed under subsection (1) the power 
to— 

 (a) to approve the policy governing the terms and conditions of service of persons in the 
employment of the University; (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 21) 

 (b) to approve the programme and estimates required to be submitted under section 24 
estimates of income and expenditure; 

 (c) to authorize authorise the preparation of the statements required under section 25(2); 

 (d) to make statutes under section 30. (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 21) 

 (5) Subject to any statutes made under section 30, each committee may determine its own 
procedure at its meetings. (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 21) 

19. Interpretation 

In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires— 

 (a) Chairman (主席) means the Chairman of the Council; 

 (b) Deputy Chairman (副主席) means the Deputy Chairman of the Council; 

 (c) member (成員) means a member of the Council. 

___________ 



 

9 

Part V 

President and Vice-Chancellor, Vice-Presidents and Staff 
(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 22) 

20. Appointment of President and Vice-Chancellor, etc. 

 (1) The Council shall appoint a President and Vice-Chancellor who is the principal academic and 
administrative officer of the University. 

 (2) The Council shall appoint 1 or more Vice-Presidents to assist the President and Vice-
Chancellor. 

 (3) The Council may appoint teachers, administrators and other employees of the University as 
the Council thinks fit. 

 (4) The Council may appoint a person to act as President and Vice-Chancellor during the absence 
or incapacity of the President and Vice-Chancellor or if the office is vacant for any reason. 

(Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 23) 

21. Power of the Council to delegate to the President and Vice-Chancellor 

 (1) Subject to subsection (2), the Council may in writing, with or without restrictions or conditions 
as it thinks fit, delegate to the President and Vice-Chancellor any of its powers and duties. 

 (2) The Council shall not delegate to the President and Vice-Chancellor the power to— 

 (a) approve the policy governing the terms and conditions of service of persons in the 
employment of the University; 

 (b) approve the programme and estimates required to be submitted under section 24 
estimates of income and expenditure; 

 (c) authorize authorise the preparation of the statements required under section 25(2); 

 (d) make statutes under section 30. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 24) 

22. Power of the President and Vice-Chancellor to delegate 

 (1) Subject to subsection (2), the President and Vice-Chancellor may in writing, with or without 
restrictions or conditions as he thinks fit, delegate, to such person or committee of persons as 
he thinks fit, his powers and duties, including any power or duty of the Council delegated to 
him under section 21. 

 (2) The power conferred by this section on the President and Vice-Chancellor to delegate any 
power or duty of the Council delegated to him under section 21, and the exercise by any person 
or committee of persons of any such power or duty delegated by the President and Vice-
Chancellor under this section, shall be subject to any restriction or condition imposed in 
respect thereof by the Council under section 21. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 25) 

___________ 
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Part VI 

Senate, Faculties and Schools 
(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 26) 

23. Senate 

 (1) There is established a Senate, which is the supreme academic body of the University, to— 

 (a) review and develop academic programmes; 

 (b) direct and regulate teaching and research conducted at of the University; 

 (c) regulate the admission of persons to approved courses of study and their attendance at 
the courses; 

 (d) conduct examinations regulate assessments leading to the conferring of degrees and 
academic awards of the University. 

 (2) The Council may make statutes to set out the membership, procedure, powers and duties of 
the Senate. 

(Replaced 93 of 1994 s. 27) 

23A. Faculties and schools 

 (1) The Council may constitute faculties and schools on the recommendation of the Senate. 

 (2) A faculty and a school each have a board with the membership, powers and procedure set out 
in the statutes. 

(Added 93 of 1994 s. 28) 

___________ 
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Part VII 

Financial Statements and Reports 
(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 29) 

24. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 30) 

25. Accounts 

 (1) The University shall maintain proper accounts and records of all income and expenditure. 

 (2) After the end of each financial year, the University shall cause to be prepared prepare 
statements of its income and expenditure during the previous financial year and of its assets 
and liabilities on the last day thereof. 

 (3) The University may, from time to time, fix a period to be its financial year. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 31) 

26. Auditors 

 (1) The University shall appoint auditors, who shall be entitled at any time to have access to all 
books of account, vouchers and other financial records of the University and to require such 
information and explanations thereof as they think fit. 

 (2) The auditors shall audit the statements prepared under section 25(2) and shall report thereon 
to the University. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 32) 

27. Statements and reports to be submitted to Chancellor 

 (1) The University shall, not later than 6 months after the end of each financial year, or before 
such later date as the Chancellor may allow in any particular year, submit to the Chancellor a 
report on its activities, copies of the statements prepared under section 25(2) and the report 
made under section 26(2). (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 33) 

 (2) (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 33) 

___________ 
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Part VIII 

General 

28. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 34) 

29. Unauthorized Unauthorised use of title of the University 

 (1) No person shall incorporate or form, or be a director, office bearer or organizer organiser of, 
work in connexion with, or be a member of, any company, body corporate, firm or 
organization organisation which, without the written authority of the University— 

 (a) purports or holds itself out to be— 

 (i) the University or any branch or part thereof; or 

 (ii) connected or associated with the University in any manner whatsoever; or 

 (b) uses the title “Hong Kong Baptist University” or “香港浸會大學” or a title in any 
language which so closely resembles the title “Hong Kong Baptist University” or “香港
浸會大學” so as to be capable of deceiving or misleading any person into believing that 
the company, body corporate, firm or organization organisation is— 

 (i) the University or any branch or part thereof; or 

 (ii) connected or associated with the University in any manner whatsoever. (Amended 
93 of 1994 s. 35) 

 (2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to 
a fine at level 36. (Amended E.R. 1 of 2022) 

30. Power of the Council to make statutes 

The Council may make statutes for the better carrying out of the provisions of this Ordinance and 
in particular, but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, may provide for— 

 (aa) the membership and regulation of the proceedings of the Court; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 36) 

 (a) the regulation of the proceedings of the Senate and of any committee appointed under 
section 18; 

 (b) the membership and quorum of the Senate and of any committee appointed under section 
18; 

 (c) the powers and duties of the Senate and the powers and duties of any committee 
appointed under section 18; 

 (ca) the membership, powers, and regulation of the proceedings of the boards of the faculties 
and schools of the University; (Added 93 of 1994 s. 36) 

 (d) the discipline of persons in the employment of the University; 

 (e) the regulation of the conduct and discipline of students of the University; 

 (f) the conferring of degrees and academic awards including honorary degrees and honorary 
awards; (Replaced 40 of 1988 s. 4) 

 (g) the holding and conduct of elections for the purpose of electing the members of the 
eligible staff for appointment to the Council under section 15(1)(d) and to the Court in 
accordance with the statutes. 

(Amended 93 of 1994 s. 36) 

31. Saving 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect or be deemed to affect the rights of the Central Authorities 
or the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other 
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laws, or the rights of any body politic or corporate or of any other persons except such as are 
mentioned in this Ordinance and those claiming by, from or under them. 

(Amended 53 of 2000 s. 3) 

32. (Repealed 93 of 1994 s. 37) 

33. Vesting 

 (1) All property, whether movable or immovable, rights and privileges vested in the Board of 
Governors of the Hong Kong Baptist College immediately prior to the commencement** of 
the Hong Kong Baptist College Ordinance 1983 (50 of 1983) are hereby transferred to and 
vested in the University upon the same terms and conditions, if any, as those upon which they 
were held by the said Board of Governors. (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 38) 

 (2) The University shall be liable for all debts and liabilities of the Board of Governors of the 
Hong Kong Baptist College. (Amended 93 of 1994 s. 38) 

 (3) In this section the Board of Governors of the Hong Kong Baptist College (香港浸會學院校
董會) means the Corporation incorporated in that name by the Hong Kong Baptist College 
Board of Governors Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1126, 1969 Ed.). 

_____________________ 
Editorial Note: 

** Commencement date: 1 January 1984. 
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